
May 21, 2020 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Hall called the virtual board meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.  A/T Hanson was in the Norman County Board Room 
to allow attendees that could not access the meeting virtually to attend the meeting.  Additionally, Commissioners 
Gunderson and Bommersbach were present in the Board Room.  Pat Pfund joined the group in the Board Room after 
having technical difficulties.  Present virtually for the Board Meeting were Commissioners Jacobson and Redland.  Also in 
attendance were Donna Hanson, Bob Ramstad, Galen Cariveau, Garry Johanson, James Brue, John Rosenberger, David 
Stene, Keith Berndt, Jeremy Thornton, Jill Murray, Sarah Kjono and from the media, Marijo Vik and Pat Pfund.       
 
Chairman Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, noted that 
he had two additional gravel contract agreements as well as an upcoming retirement.  A/T Hanson noted the addition of 
Sheriff Jeremy Thornton at 10:45 a.m. regarding the City of Halstad and City of Hendrum Law Enforcement Agreement 
Addendums.  A/T Hanson added that she had received two MN Lawful Gambling Applications for Exempt Permits from 
the Wild Rice Conservation Club.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda with changes.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  Motion carried.     
 
Chairman Hall asked if commissioners had a chance to read the minutes of the last meeting.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and 
on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  Motion carried.   
 
A/T Hanson brought before the board the Gambling Applications for the Exempt Permits from the Wild Rice Conservation 
Club.  The first application was for a raffle held at the County Road 38 Bar & Grill on November 7, 2020.  The second 
application was for a raffle to be held at the Twin Valley Liquor Store on November 14, 2020.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach made a motion to approve the LG220 Gambling Permits for the Wild Rice Conservation Club.  
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  Motion carried.   
 
At 9:30 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, provided the board with a COVID-19 update.  Ms. Kjono noted that the State of 
MN is looking to expand testing in long-term care facilities.  Sarah noted that the National Guard had done testing at the 
Halstad Nursing Home on Wednesday and she had assisted as the Public Health liaison.  They had tested 65 staff 
members and 35 residents.  These tests were sent directly to Mayo Clinic for processing.  Director Kjono also noted that 
Public Health would be helping in the process of contact tracing and she had staff members who had been trained in this.  
Sarah also noted that there have been some discussions on possible reallocation of grant funding due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.  Sarah also mentioned that AMC was hosting a webinar at 1:30 p.m. today referencing information on 
reopening county buildings, and urged those who could to attend.   
 
Galen Cariveau inquired of Ms. Kjono regarding the Shelter-In-Place practices and where do we go from here?  Sarah 
noted that MN was not in a shelter-in-place order, rather a Stay Home MN directive, and proceeded with discussion on 
reopening.  More discussion will be held at the June 2nd meeting in the Court Room.  Sarah and Garry Johanson will work 
up a plan along with Dept Head input to be presented at the June 2nd meeting.   
 
At 9:42 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, addressed the board regarding the SCORE report, noting the MPCA has given an 
extension to June 1st to complete the report, but it has been given approval at this point.   
 
The next item on Mr. Johanson’s agenda was the Norman County Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Garry noted that this has been 
completed.   
 
Mr. Johanson also noted he is looking for new ways to hold a Planning & Zoning meeting on June 22nd with regard to the 
proposed hog operation in Lockhart Township, a gravel pit permit, and a Renewable Energy report.  He also noted there 
would be a solid waste meeting for administrators next week.     
 
At 9:55 a.m. Keith Berndt, County Highway Engineer, presented his agenda to the board.  The first item on Engineer 
Berndt’s agenda was the contract approval with Gladen Construction for SAP 054-618-017 in the amount of $485,589.20, 
for the County Hwy 18 bridge replacement.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Gladen Construction 



Contract.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  Motion 
carried.   
 
Engineer Berndt then brought the 3 gravel agreements forward, noting they were all for the years 2020 and 2021 at 
$1.50 per cubic yard and were with owners they have contracted with in the past, namely Beatrice Anderson and Eric 
Anderson, Allan Peterson and Lorraine Peterson, and David Boman.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve 
the gravel agreement with Beatrice Anderson and Eric Anderson for the pit located in the SW1/4 of Section 1-146-43.  
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  Motion carried.   
 
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the gravel agreement with David Boman for the pit located in 
Section 18-143-43 and Section 19-143-43.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 
yeas and 0 nays.  Motion carried.   
 
Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the gravel agreement with Allan Peterson and Lorraine Peterson in the 
SE1/4 of Section 24-144-43.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and  
0 nays.  Motion carried.   
 
The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was the Off-Highway Vehicle Grant Contract Agreement with the State of MN 
through the Commissioner of Natural Resources, total obligation not to exceed $22,150.  Commissioner Jacobson made a 
motion to approve the grant, Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on discussion Commissioner 
Bommersbach asked about the sponsors duties specifically section 2.3 with regard to easements and he is wondering if 
all the documents are in order for the entire trail as far as ownership, easements, leases or permits.  At this time 
Commissioner Jacobson withdrew his motion, and Commissioner Gunderson seconded the withdrawal, to discuss this 
further at the June 2nd meeting.   
 
Engineer Berndt also noted that he had received a notification of a retirement, and they had advertised the position 
within and had filled that position.  He asked that he be allowed to advertise to fill the new vacancy created by filling that 
position from within.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve advertising for the replacement.  Commissioner 
Redland seconded the motion and discussion ensued.  Commissioner Bommersbach inquired if the Highway Dept hadn’t 
been allowed to hire a couple of years ago as they felt they were going to have a retirement and that never materialized.  
He then stated that he felt that with the current state of the economy and not knowing what is going to happen with 
County Program Aid, etc.; he felt the Highway Dept had actually had an extra employee for two years, and we needed to 
wait on this approval.  Commissioners Jacobson and Hall noted they felt maintaining our roads throughout the county 
were very important, both summer and winter and were in favor of advertising.  After no further discussion was 
entertained, a roll call vote was taken with 2 yeas coming from Commissioners Hall and Jacobson, and 3 nays coming 
from Commissioners Bommersbach, Gunderson and Redland.  Motion was denied.   
 
Engineer Berndt then updated the board on the COVID-19 situation with 2 individuals testing positive.  He had 
professional cleaners in to clean and sanitize the entire building.  Keith noted that he intended to bring staff back into the 
building on Tuesday, May 26th.   
 
Engineer Berndt also noted that he held a bid opening on Tuesday, May 19th, receiving very favorable bids.  He noted that 
he will come in with a contract at the next meeting with Mark Sand & Gravel.   
 
At 10:15 a.m. County Attorney, James Brue, addressed the board noting that substance abuse issues have been on the 
rise with the Stay Home MN order, as they had predicted they probably would.  They have seen people struggling and 
have actually had to terminate one participant from the program.   
 
At 10:20 a.m. Sheriff, Jeremy Thornton, addressed the board with addendums to the City of Halstad and City of Hendrum 
Law Enforcement Agreements.  Jeremy noted the Hendrum contract was 12 hours per month at a cost of $8,549.28 per 
year.  The Halstad contract was for 40 hours a month at a cost of $28,498.00 per year.   
 
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the contracts for the Law Enforcement Agreements, with 
Commissioner Jacobson seconding the motion.  On inquiry from A/T Hanson as to which agreement he was approving, 
the motion and second were withdrawn.  Commissioner Jacobson then made a motion to approve the City of Hendrum 



Addendum to the contract in the amount of $8,549.28 for the 2020 year.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the 
motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.   
 
Commissioner Redland then made a motion to approve the Law Enforcement Agreement Addendum for the City of 
Halstad in the amount of $28,498.00/yr.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 
5 yeas and 0 nays.  Motion carried.   
 
Chairman Hall asked if commissioners had a chance to review the bills.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 
approve the bills as presented:   
 
Revenue - $31,109.94   Road & Bridge - $26,875.84  Public Health - $1,124.44 
 
Forfeited Tax - $419.25   County Ditch - $29.96   TOTAL - $59,559.43 
 
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  Motion carried.   
 
At 10:33 a.m. Chairman Hall reminded everyone that the next meeting would be June 2nd, in the Norman County Court 
Room at 9:15 a.m., and the meeting was adjourned.   
 
 
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Lee Ann Hall, Chairman      Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer   


